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(except 1st Sunday) Evensong 6.30 p.m 



St. rlbary the Virgin 
My dear Friends, 

No doubt during the next few weeks, 
apart from the weather, the most common 
topic of conversation will be holidays. Holi-
days in every variety of weather but for 
all that enjoyed because they have made a 
break in the routine. 

Like so many other benefits which we 
take for granted the very existence of holi-
days stems from the Church's holy days. 
It does us good at times to realize how 
short a time this particular benefit has been 
enjoyed by the majority. They began as 
days of religious observance. Each such 
day began with public worship and then 
the rest was a glorious release from the 
normal long day of labour. 

In the lifetime of most of us some 
curious practices were still carried opt on 
holy days. The squire of a certain Notting-
hamshire village used to give all his men, 
on farms or in the mine, the day off on 
Good Friday. In addition he paid them for 
the day and stood every man a pint of beer 
in the local. But in order to qualify for the 
day's pay and the beer each man had first 
to attend church. 

To our enlightened (7) age this is a high-
handed generousity. Putting aside the 
human frailty involved there is a very sound 
principle in this. If we are unwilling to 
acknowledge our dependence upon God and 
reciprocate His love we cannot expect, as 
of right, to receive the blessings He bestows 
on us. 

True love of God can never be imposed 
on anyone by someone else, and now that 
such imposition is a thing of the past I do 
believe there is an increasing awareness of 
God and a drawing near to Him in praise 
and thanksgiving. 

This brief letter ends on that note, and 
that through our family pleasures and 
blessings we may learn to know and love 
more deeply Our Heavenly Father. 

Yours in Our Lord, 

BRIAN HENHAREN. 

Sunday School Outing. 

On Saturday, August 23rd, we are taking 
the Sunday School children to Walton-on-
Naze. As this is a Saturday it is hoped that 
the outing will be a family one. Instead of 
the usual dispersal of all on arrival, we want 
as much as possible to keep together and 
make it a Church day out. A small group 
of members of the Parochial Church 
Council are going to organise some 
activities for the day and perhaps we 
shall have a meal (tea ?) laid on as 
well. We live together, work together 
and worship together .  and on this outing 
we can show that we are able to enjoy our-
selves together. Let us hope for fine 
weather. 

CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 

3—TRINITY 9. 
6—Transfiguration of Our Lord. 

10—TRINITY 10. 
17—TRINITY 11. 
21—Bible Study Group, 8 p.m. 
24—St. Bartholomew, A.M. TRINITY 12. 
31—TRINITY 13. 

There will be no meeting of the Fellow-
ship of Prayer in August, nor any Mothers' 
Union meetings apart from the Corporate 
Communoin on Wednesday. 20th August 
at 9.30 a.m. 

• 

Holy Baptism 
July 20—Helen Grace, daughter of 

Richard and Ellen Beatrice Dunz. 

Confirmation. 
In preparation for a confirmation course 

for adults I propose to have a series of six 
meetings in September and October in 
"Church Membership". This will be very 
informal, and will I hope include discussion 
and the raising of the many difficulties that 
confront people and form sometimes a bar 
to full acceptance of the Way of Christ. 

• 
• 

I 



It will, of course, be open to the confirmed 
as well as those not ,  yet confirmed. The 
series would be on the following lines :-

 

1. "Why go to church 7 I am as good 
as those that go !" 

• 
2. Commandments—Duty to God. "We 

are all going the same way"—True ? 

3. Commandments—Duty to neighbour. 
"I never do anyone any harm". Is this true 
and is it enough ? 

4. What is Prayer, and how to pray. "I 
get what I want without prayer". 

5. Sacraments—are they out or date ? 

6. "They laugh at me at work"—the 
difficulties of being a Christian all the week. 

Will you pray for : 

1. The sick in mind, body and spirit. 

2. Those absent from us in the forces, 
and in other walks of life away froni home. 

1st Walkern Group, Boy, Scouts. 

After a good deal of consideration; we 
have finally appointed our Patrol Leaders. 
As the Boy Scout Movement is based on 
the Patrol System, it is natural that _a good 
deal of thought has been given to the selec-

 

t;	 tion of those Scouts who are-to be promo-

 

ted to ensure that they have some of the 
qualities which go to the making of a good 
Patrol Leader. Perhaps-these qualities can-
be summed up as Initiative, Enthusiasm and 
Intelligence, and an ability to mix well 
with others. A Scout may have some or all' 
of these qualities and yet not be a good 
leader. What really determines the differ-
ence between a good and a not so good 
Leader is the extent of a Scout's sense of 
responsibility—responsibility to himself, to 
his Patrol, to the Troop and to others out-
side the Scout Movement, which in effect 
means to our Village. 

No person will make or mar our Troop, 
but our Patrol Leaders have a greater part 
to play than any others, for it is upon them 
that the task will fall of creating a team 
spirit within their Patrol and in turn within 
the Troop. 

And so our Patrol Leaders—Michael 
Cannon of the Peewit Patrol, Terry 
O'Brien of the Owl Patrol and Billy Brooks 
of the. Bear Patrol—it will largely depend 
upon the example and standard which you 
set whether or not we are a good Troop, 
so, Go to it and Good Scouting'. P.M. 

Walkern Women's Institute. 

Walkern W.I. June meeting was held at 
'Springhill' by kind permission of Miss N. 
Wright. Luckily the weather was kind and 
about sixty members and friends listened 
with great interest to Miss King, who is 
chief organiser of the District Nursing for 
the County, give a talk on "The History of 
District Nursing from its earliest beginnings 
to the present day". Many pictures of happy 
mothers and babies, children and old people 
being cared for by the District and Home 
Nurses were on view. 

Next followed dancing on the lawn, 
given by the school children who were 
beautifully trained by Mrs. G. Boorman. 
Many members were doing the 'Cumber. 
land-Reel' at the end of the programme. 

Mrs. Warner thanked Miss Wright and 
Mrs. Camp for the delicious refreshments. 

Miss M. Wright presided at the July 
meeting of Walkern W.I. which should 
have been held at Walkernbury, the home 
of the President, Mrs. A. Sheppard, but 
owing to her being on holiday in S. Africa 
it was held in the Village Hall, her daugh-
ter, Mrs. Carty acting as deputy. 

After the business, the members were 
entertained by the Offley Morris Dancers 
and Partners, with both Morris and Coun-
try Dancing. Many members joined in the 
Country Dances During the interval Mrs. 
Carty and her helpers served lovely refresh. 
ments. 

The evening Mystery. Coach . Drive 
around Royston area was much enjoyed by 
about twenty-five members. 

Arrangements were made for the Old 
Peoples' Party to be held in August. 

Walkern Young Farmers' Club. 

We have had only two meetings since 
the last report, and we have one more, to 
Aston Farms' Ltd. before we stop for the 
summer. 

4 
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I. 

We had a Very entertaining evening at 
Manor Farm, Walkern, on 26th June, 
thanks to the kind co-operation of Mr. and 
Mrs. Banks. We toured the farm on the 
trailer first then looked round the farm 
buildings. After this we were invited in-
doors by Mrs. Banks who had provided a 
wonderful spread for us. Luckily the rain 
held off until we were safely settled in. We 
had just received the prize cards from the 
County Rally and we were able to hand 
them round in between eating and talking. 
Our final total was two first, six seconds and 
five thirds. 

Our next visit was to Westmill on 10th 
July, where we were welcomed by Mr. 
Clifford Smith. Unfortunately most farmers 
were taking advantage of the sudden fine 
spell and were haymaking, so only seven 
members turned up. However, we all agreed 
that the others missed a lot as the visit 
was most interesting. We saw Mr. Smith's 
prize Hereford herd and were rather alarm-
ed at first when We were ushered into a 
pen containing two large bulls, with the 
gate shut behind us 1 However, they were 
very docile and friendly, and well used to 
being admired and handled. After this we 
piled into the Land Rover fora quick tour 
of the fields before it got too dark to see 
and finished up with drinks and- sand-
wiches in 13untingford. 

Our last visit of the season is on Friday, 
25th July, when we are going to Astonbury, 
and we hope to carry on to a Barbecue or-
ganised by Hertford Y.F.C. at Tewin after-
wards. On Saturday we are all set for the 
Walkern Fete, then we have a final summer 
dance on 1st August. After this we are 
closing down until our first meeting of the 
winter session on Tuesday, 30th September, 
at the School Hall, Walkern. The theme for 
the winter programme is "Farming 
Abroad". We have some interesting eve-
nings ready for the club and we also hope 
some new members will be interested. 

HF.NDERSONS 
of Herts Ltd. 

STEVENAGE 
(Telephone 10) 

We offer a wide range of goods 

from our departments : 

• HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS AND 
LINENS 

• DRESS MATERIALS 

• LADIES' AND MEN'S WEAR 

• FURNITURE 

• CARPETS AND FLOORCOVERING 

• FOOTWEAR 

• HABERDASHERY AND WOOLS 

See our window displays 



W. G. PARKER 
NURSERYMAN 

WALKERN NURSERIES 

For your 

Bedding Plants Tomatoes Chrysanthemums 

Cut Flowers Wreaths and Crosses Pot Plants 

TRAVEL BY COACH ! 

C. W. Sworder & Sons, Ltd. 
Telephone Walkern 238 

WALKERN GARAGE - STEVENAGE 

♦ 

LUXURY COACHES FOR HIRE 

high Class Groceries 

Provisions - Orliper.s 

Hardware - - Etc. 

BROWNE & SON 
THE STORES, 

HIGH STREET, 

Phone 224 WALKERS - Herts. 

" fie Olbe %boppe" 

Tobacco Confectionery 

Ice Cream Wools 

HIGH STREET - WALKERS. 

P. SAUNDERS 

GREENGROCER I 
& FISHMONGER 

Fresh Supplies Daily 

HIGH STREET - - WALKERN 

E. J. SPEARMAN 

BAKER & CONFECTIONER 

HIGH STREET - WALKERN 

& Co. 
W. Godfrey 

LET US SERVE YOU ! 

The Post Office & Stores 

F. SAVAGE 
F. Savage — 

HAULAGE CONTRACTORS 

STEVENAGE 

WALKERN - 

Phone Walkern 255 

ROAD 

HERTS 

Coal - Coke - Wood 

Sand & Gravel Merchants 

WALKERN Phone 227 

STATIONERY DRAPERY 

HARDWARE GROCERY 

F. B. INGARFILL 
FAMILY BUTCHER Personal 

STEVENAGE ROAD Supervision 

WALKERN - HERTS 

Phone Walk ern 253 

John Whites 

Wearra 

Dorchester 

Driloot 

Hotelier( 

Liberty 

Devonshire 

Portland 

Everett 

Diana 

J. CANNON & SON 
WALKERN 

HIGH CLASS FOOTWEAR 

AND REPAIRS 

CHILDREN'S TWO-STEPS 

DUNLOP SPORTS' WEAR 

Est IRh6 Phone 278 

Modes 
HIGH STREET, STEVENAGE 

For 

COATS, COSTUMES, GOWNS, 

West End Styles 

at Moderate Prices 

JOIN OUR CLUB 

J. A. CLARK 
AUTO ENGINEERS 

Mobile Tecalemit Service ' 

Night and day Breakdown Service 

WALKERN Telephone 281 

JENNINGS & HENLEY Ltd., Ware Printing Works, Ware. 



ST. ALBANS DIOCESAN LEAFLET 

THE BISHOP'S LETTER 

Lambeth Conference 

The Lambeth Conference has, I believe, made a good 
start. The weather has helped, with one of the best 
of summer days for our opening service in Canterbury 
Cathedral, and another fine day for the corporate Com-
munion at St. Paul's. Wonderfully thorough prepara-
tions had been made for each service, and here we had 
Anglican worship at its best, Day by day the prayers 
of the dioceses have counted for more than words can 
say. 

Many of us who were at the 1948 Lambeth Con-
ference met each other in Minneapolis at the Anglican 
Congress, and so we greeted one another as friends. 
It has been truly said we did not have to create fellow-
ship in 1958—we entered into it. Within the last ten 
years the Archbishop of Canterbury has visited an 
astonishing number of overseas dioceses--he has met 
many of the Bishops in their homes and discussed their 
problems there—thus they feel when they come to Lam-
beth they greet an Archbishop who is their friend. 

We spent the first day welcoming representatives of 
other Communions. Whether they were from the Free 
Churches, or the Church of Scotland, or from the 
Orthodox Church in Russia (here for the first time), 
Rumania, Bulgaria or the Old Catholics, there was an 
unmistakable warmth and reality about the greetings. 
It was Christians humbly greeting fellow Christians, 
and Christians lunging for the day when our growing 
together had brought unity in sight. The greetings 
exchanged, and the love behind the words, were in the 
spirit of St. John 17. 

• A good start does not necessarily lead to a lively 
report, but whatever judgement is passed on the 
resolutions of the Conference, this time at Lambeth will 
prove astonishingly rewarding for those of us who will 
have worked together for five weeks. The three hun-
dred and more bishops will have come to know each 
other better; trust and understanding will have grown, 
and the family life of our communion will thus have 
been enriched. 

The Lambeth Bishops in St. Albans 

How much the Anglican Communion has to give the 
Church at home! This was- made evident at a meeting 
in the St. Albans Town Hall when we welcomed four 
Bishops—the Bishops of Nassau, Carpentaria, Chota 
Nagpur and Gibraltar—who were visiting the diocese 
for a week. 

They thanked us for what we are doing to support 
them. "How refreshing thanksgiving is! " I 
reflected, as I thought of the immense needs in their 
dioceses and the relatively little we have done to help 
the Church Overseas. These Bishops were wonderfully 
undaunted by difficulties, and took us back to the early 
days of the Church: there is no sign that shortage of 
clergy held up the Church in the days of the Acts of 
the Apostles! This meeting at St. Albans was lively, 
exhilarating, challenging. As one layman present said, 
" It was a good shot in the arm, the son of tonic that 
is welcome." 

No. 428 August 1958 
'The Church in Industry 

The clergy of the Luton Deanery have been engaged 
for over three years in a pastoral and educational experi-
ment involving regular visiting of factories, and train-
ing of young people and Christian men in Christian 
apologetics. Their work is of considerable significance 
for the Church in the diocese, and, indeed, parochially 
based as it is, fur our Church in other parts of the 
country. It is described in a pamphlet called "The 
Luton Experiment" — an account of the work of the 
Church of England in factories — and I hope that it 
may be widely read before the Diocesan Conference in 
October, when there will be a debate on the importance 
of this kind of work. Ruri-clecanal Chapters should 
consider the implications of the report—which may be 
purchased (Is., postage 2d.) from the Diocesan Office—
and some Parochial Church Councils, especially those 
with large factories in their parishes, would be well 
advised to study it. I hope to see a wide, informed 
and carefully planned extension of this work in the 
next three years, and I have asked the Reverend H. M. 
Jenkins of Christ Church, Luton—who is my Indus-
trial Adviser—to give some time to visiting, speaking 
and advising in industrial areas of the diocese. 

Mr. Jenkins has for sale copies of the loose-leaf 
syllabus " Way In" published by the Industrial Chris-
tian Fellowship at 5s. It is a simple examination of 
the teaching of the Church of England, and some Men's 
Groups are using it this autumn in order to equip them-
selves the better to answer the questions of those with 
whom they work. 

Ilolidays 
Lambeth ends on August 10th, and I expect shortly 

after that to be on holiday until early in September. Let 
us this year, as in past years, keep August as free from 
letters as possible, and may you who have had, or will 
have, holidays find them all you could wish. The 
Bishop of Bedford is kindly writing the letter for the 
September Leaflet. 

Atte:1444c CrAa-a4,4. 
BISHOP'S NOTE 

Canon Kinnell has agreed to act as chaplain of the 
diocesan branch of the Guild of the Epiphany, and its 
services will be held in the Abbey. The Dean has 
kindly agreed to allow the Parish Room in the Deanery 
to be used for meetings of the Guild. M.St.A. 

Church Schools 
The Venerable B. C. Snell has now taken up the 

post of Diocesan Director of Religious Education, with 
office at Holywell Lodge, 41 Holywell Hill, St. Albans. 
Members of the Diocesan Education Committee wel-
comed him at a meeting held on July 3. Miss Evelyn 
C. Busby, General Diocesan Secretary and Secretary of 
the Diocesan Board of Finance, was then appointed 
Secretary of the Education Committee, the statutory 
Committee concerned with the administration of Church 
Schools. Problems relating to the bringing up to stan-
dard of a number of school buildings were under 
consideration. 



ST. ALBANS DIOCESAN LEAFLET 

CHURCH BUILDINGS: NEW AND OLD 

St. John, Hatfield 

On Saturday, June t4th, in brilliant sunshine, Her 

Royal Highness Princess Alexandra laid the foundation 

stone of the church of Saint John in South Hatfield. 

Eleven hundred people were in their seats in the special 

enclosures and well over another thousand in the 

standing enclosure when the royal car came into sight, 

whilst another large crowd in Bishop's Rise greeted 

the Princess as she arrived and was welcomed by the 

Lord Lieutenant of Hertfordshire and the Bishop of St. 

Albans. The majority of those present on the site were 

members of the 750 families who are contributing 

weekly to the church building fund. In the course of 

a short speech, Her Royal Highness said: dI have heard 

of the wonderful response to the appeal launched a year 

ago and of the contributions which have been streaming 

in from so many families large and small. It is hearten-

ing to hear that this support continues and indeed that 

there are many who are giving generously and regularly 

every week." The Rector of Hatfield (Canon R. D. 

Say) and the priest-in-charge of St. John's (The 

Reverend D. J. Farmbrough) conducted the Service. 

The cost of the building is estimated at £35,000, part 

of which is being provided through the Church Com-

missioners' allocation to the Diocese of St. Albans for 

new church buildings. St. John's is the twenty-fourth 

church building to be put in hand in the Diocese since 

the war. Two are in Hatfield- St. Michael's, Birch-

wood, and the sanctuary " bay" adjoining the Develop-

ment Corporation's Cavendish Hall. Here, in a build-

ing more truly dual purpose than is usual, St. John's 

Church is now to be found, a lively community 

planning and working for the time their permanent 

church will be finished and ready to serve an area which 

when fully developed will' house some 12,000 people. 

Her Royal Highness's visit' took place on the tenth 

anniversary of the designation of Hatfield as a New 

Town. After the stone-laying ceremony, she was con-

ducted on a tour by the Vice-Chainnan of the Develop-

ment Corporation and visited two homes. The Princess 

then took tea with a large company in Hatfield Technical 

College, made available by the kindness of the 

Governors and Principal. She spent mure than half-

an-hour talking to representatives of St. John's Church. 

St. Andrew, Luton 

Two days earlier, on Thursday evening, June 12, 

The Lady Zia Wernher laid the foundation stone of St. 

Andrew's Church Hall, Luton, 

After an altar, a church needs a hall, the Bishop 

of Bedford said in his address. Christianity was first 

and foremost expressed in the church itself. But also, 

he said, Christians expressed the mind of God out in 

the world and so it followed naturally that the church 

hall was almost an essential part of a parish. It is 

estimated that the hall will cost 111,500, of which the 

parish has already raised close on £8,000. Among those 

present at the ceremony were representatives of 

employers, management and workers from each factory 

in the parish. 

St. Andrew's had its beginnings in a Mission Room 

erected in the parish of Christ Church in 1887 to serve 

the new houses then being built in the Crawley Road 

district. After the 1914-18 war army huts were con-

verted into a temporary church on a site in Blenheim 

Crescent. In 1931.32 the present church of St. Andrew 

was built to the design of Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, and 

following its consecration a new parish of St. Andrew 

was created out of the parishes of Christ Church and  

of Biscot by Order in Council dated December 21, 1933. 

An official parsonage house was built and occupied 

in 1957, a grant of £3,000 towards the cost being made 

f rom the Church Commissioners' allocation to the 

Diocese for such purposes. 

St. Peter, Berkhamsted 

One of the many parishes in the Diocese facing heavy 

expenditure in the restoration of the parish church is 

that of Great Berkhamsted. The estimated cost of 

repair of the stonework, replacement of the perished 

lead roofing by copper and other works was £15,000. 

Of this £9,000 had already been raised, 1900 by a 

Carden Party held this May. Two days later, workmen 

began to strip the lead from the roof, and revealed 

timbers completely riddled by death watch beetle. Now, 

the major part of the wood work of the great nave roof 

it being taken down and the estimated cost of the work 

has risen to £20,000. The nave is filled with a 

massive network of scaffolding, patterned against the 

sky during the working day, covered by tarpaulins at the 

week-end. Each Saturday, an army of workers with 

brooms and dusters clear away as much as possible of 

the dust, the screens between nave and chancel are 

remive.d, and the building is ready for worship on 

Sunday. On Saturday, July 12, the Rector sat at the 

door of the church to receive gifts for the restoration 

fund, which amounted to close on £3,500. 

Ashwell Choral Festival 

The Fifth Ashwell Choral Festival will be held from 

August 12-24. Copies of the programme may be ob-

tained from the Hon. Festival Secretary, Dixies Farm, 

Ashwell, Nr. Baidock, Herts. Please enclose stamped 

addressed envelope. 

Archdeacon of Bedford 

During August any essential letters for the Arch-

deacon of Bedford should be addressed to him at 

41 Hnlywell Hill, St. Albans. 

Institutions 

June 25—THOMAS HOWELL Evans, M.A., Rector of 

Ansley and Vicar of Brent Pelham w. Meesden (in 

plurality). 

June 26 —BASIL TUDOR Guv, M.A., (Bishop Suffragan 

of Bedford) to an Honorary Canonry. 

June 26 BASIL CLARK SNELL, M.A., Archdeacon of 

Bedford. 

June 27—JAMES HAROLD OLIVER, Vicar of High Cross. 

July 1—GEORGE BURNS, Vicar of Great Wymondley 

w. Little Wymondley. 

July 4—Fete ARTHUR QUIN, M.A., Vicar of St. 

Ippolyts. 

Public Licensing 

June 24—Widdinm EDWIN BOTLAND, Curate-in-charge 

of (jollity Heath (under Benefices (Suspension of 

Presentation) Measure). 

Clerical Obituary 

June 18—ARTHUR FREDERICK HAMID Em6.1013N, M.M., 

WA., Vicar of St. Martin, Bedford, 1934-44; 

Chaplain of H.M. Prison, Bedford, 1939-43-

Ordained 1909. 

July 11--CHARLES JOHN HANCOCK, B.A., Assistant 

Curate of St. Matthew, Luton, 1930-1933; Christ 

Church, Luton, 1933-34; St. Andrew, Luton, 

1934-35; Christ Church, Watford, 1936-1942; 

Vicar of St. Matthew, Luton, 1942-1952; Vicar of 

Kimpton from 1952; Rural Dean of Welwyn from 

1957. Ordained 1930. 

IL A. Richardson, Ltd, Printers, St. Alba". 



James R. Dunlop 

THE BISHOP OF COVENTRY WITH THE BISHOP OF WASHINGTON 

THE SIGN 
Not ashamed to confess the faith of Christ cruc!fied 

No. 644 AUGUST, 1958 Vol. 54 

EDITOR: The Lambeth Conference 
is making us all aware of the growth 
of the Church in the United States. 
Since you recently visited 
America, could you give our 
readers some of your impres-
sions? 

BISHOP: 1 have a very high 
regard for the Church in 
America. It is, on the whole, 
alive and alart. Congregations 
are large—a challenge to us. 
Everywhere is found a spirit 
of warmhearted welcome. 

EDITOR : Would you say that 
the Episcopal Church is in 
touch with all sections of the 
American people? 

BISHOP: Well, there is one 
constructive criticism I might 
make, but only in the context 
of my high appreciation. The 
Church is numerically small, 
highly influential, but well-to-
do. It is comprised for the 
most part of people who are 
living comfortably. Perhaps 
the financial aspect looms rather too 
largely in the minds even of the clergy, 
and unless, and until, the Church can 
be more in touch with the great masses 
in lower income groups, I do not 
think it will ever really represent the 
American people. 

EDITOR: It is said that the average 
American contributes a higher propor-
tion of his income to the Church than 
the average Englishman does. Do you 
think this is true? 

BISHOP : Of that I have no doubt 
whatever. I made a careful examina-
tion of five recently-built churches. I 
analysed them very carefully indeed, 
and I found that the average person in 
a normal lower middle-class parish 
gave anything between 12s. 6d. and 
17s. 6d. per head per week. 

EDITOR : We have got to learn about 
giving from the American Church.  

certainly. What do they need to learn 
from us? 

BISHOP: My first answer may sur-

 

prise you. We are always regarded as 
very conservative. But we are far more 
revolutionary and daring in our sym-
pathy for the arts as expressed in a 
contemporary way than the Ameri-
cans. For instance, I would find far 
more modern architectural experi-
ments in church building in this 
country than in America. I would find 
far more daring experiments in litur-
gical worship. The second thing I 
would feel is that they haven't as yet 
seen the challenge to help in every way 
possible the Church overseas. 

EDITOR: Modern art presents many 
problems. In England there has 
also been quite a revival of religious 
drama since the war. The names 
of Dorothy Sayers, Christopher Fry, 
and T. S. Eliot spring to mind. Is 

there any comparable development in 
America? 

BISHOP: No. They are greatly inter-

ested in the English development, but 

I didn't find the same body of Ameri-

can writers, dramatists, poets, who are 

expressing the Christian faith in reli-

gious terms. 

EDITOR: What about church music? 
Does the quality of American choral 

singing and the quality of their 
organists compare well with 
ours? 

BISHOP: Yes. They have 
some first-class organists. Their 
choral singing struck me as 
being led by women's choirs, 
or men and women. I didn't 
come across a large number 
of boys' choirs. I think they 
themselves feel they may have 
over-emphasized the part of 
women's voices in their choirs. 

EDITOR: How does the 
American Church view the 
problem of the conversion of 
the community? 

BISHOP: Again, I may be 
wrong, but I feel they are 
slightly behind us in this. On 
the whole the social implications 
of the message of the Christian 
Church have been increasingly 
recognized in the last twenty 

years in this country. I wouldn't feel 
that they have been in America. 

EDITOR: Would you say that Ameri-
can Church publicity was more 
effective than our own? 

BISHOP : I feel that the American 
Church is far, far ahead of us. In every 
possible way in the whole realm of 
publicity they have left us standing. 
For instance, as you motor along the 
road within a mile of every town you 
have advertisements relating to differ-
ent churches, times of services, and 
that you will be very welcome. Their 
notice boards are extremely good: 
provocative, challenging, and inter-
esting. Their magazines are better 
produced, on the whole, than are ours. 
Their standard of publicity, for in-
stance, announcing services and local 
preachers, is well done. A visitor to 

(Continued on page 64) 

OVER THE ATLANTIC 
The Editor interviews the Bishop of Coventry 
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T
HREE men were witnesses to-
gether of the miracle of the 
Transfiguration: Peter, and the 

brothers James and John, 
sons of Zebedee. This was 
the trio who were closest 
of all to the Lord, and 
who, sharing with him the 
most intimate and self-
revealing of the events in 
the Gospels, were thus 
admitted to be eye-wit-
nesses of the loveliest 
mystery of them all. 

It happened a little after 
the dramatic recognition 
by Peter at Caesarea 
Philippi of the true nature 
of the Master whom they 
served. There, in answer 
to the Lord's question: 
`Whom say ye that I am?', 
Peter had cried out: 'Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God!' That 
which transpired on the 
Mount of the Transfigura-
tion came, in a sense, as 
a sequel. Jesus had called 
the three to go up the 
mountain with him, and 
there, in the silence of the 
high places, they saw how 
the fashion of the coun-
tenance of the Master was altered; they 
saw the robe he was wearing become 
white and dazzling; they saw a light 
about him reminiscent of the glory 
which shone from the face of Moses 
after he had been in communion with 
God on Sinai. They saw the figures of 
two men with the Lord, one on either 
side of him, similarly glorified and 
shining with the same mysterious light, 
and they recognized them as Moses and 
Elijah, and heard with wonderment 
how they spoke with Jesus. And when 
Peter cried out: 'Master, it is good for 
us to be here: and let us make three 
tabernacles: one for thee and one for 
Moses and one for Elijah,' they had 
heard a voice speaking out of a cloud 
saying: 'This is my Son, my chosen; 
hear ye him.' They had bowed their 
heads in fear at that, and when they 
had looked up again they had seen 
Jesus only 

• ,. 
• CW13 

John who stood in the closest personal 
relationship to the Lord . . . Peter was 
a leader; James was faithful; but John 
inspired love, and it is he who is called 
the beloved disciple. To him person-
ally the dying Christ on the Cross com-
mended his mother, so that the disciple 
from that hour took her into his own 
home. It was John who reclined on 
the bosom of the Lord at the Last 
Supper. It was John to whom, accord-
ing to tradition, the Baptist pointed 
out Jesus as the Lamb of God. It was 
John who ran breathlessly with Peter 
to the tomb on the morning of the 
Resurrection and who recognized the 
risen Lord at the Sea of Tiberias. In that 
strange dawn after the Resurrection, 
when Jesus stood upon the shore in the 
gathering light, those who gazed upon 
him from their fishing boat wondered 
who it could be until John, the beloved 
disciple, said: 'It is the Lord.' 

Generous, impetuous, sharing with 
his brother James the title of Boan-
erges, sons of Thunder, John was yet 
one who inspired to a unique degree 
the personal affection of the Lord. 
And, indeed, a distinction enough. 
But the son of Zebedee the fisherman 
is also by tradition me author of one 
of the world's great books, the fourth 
Gospel. To him also are ascribed 
three of the Catholic Epistles and the 

Book of Revelation. 
His place in the life of 

the early Church is a con-
spicuous one. The Book 
of the Acts shows him 
associated with Peter in 
the miraculous healing of 
the lame man at the Gate 
Beautiful. Thereafter he 
was imprisoned with Peter 
and appeared with him 
before the Sanhedrin, 
speaking boldly with him : 
'Whether it be right in the 
sight of God to hearken 
unto you rather than unto 
God, judge ye: for we 
cannot but speak the 
things which we saw and 
heard.' With Peter, John 
also was sent by the 
Apostles at Jerusalem to 
Samaria to convey to them 
the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Here, indeed, was one 
of the greatest of all those 
who 'saw it happen,' who 
were witnesses of the 
events of the earthly minis-
try of Jesus. Of his later 

wanderings and strivings tradition has 
much to say. That he travelled to Asia 
Minor, settled at Ephesus and was later 
exiled to the Island of Patmos at the 
time of the Emperor Domitian, is likely. 
The Book of Revelation itself thus 
testifies: 'I, John, your brother and 
partaker with you in the tribulation 
and kingdom and patience which are in 
Jesus, was in the isle which is called 
Patmos, for the Word of God and for 
the testimony of Jesus. I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard 
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 
saying, What thou seest, write in a 
book. . . .' Thus caught up in visionary 
splendour, John leaves the earthly scene. 
The manner of his death is not import-
ant—though here tradition again speaks 
of martyrdom—but the manner of his 
life is of supreme significance, being 
shot through and through with the very 
essence of the love of Christ. 

They saw it happen (8) 

JOHN 
This is the disciple which testifieth of these things. 

ST. JOHN 21. 24. 

So the three intimates, Peter and 
James and John, witnessed the Trans-
figuration. But of the three it was 



As Others See Us 

The Transfiguration 
And his raiment became shining, exceeding 

white as snow.—ST. MARK 9. 3. 

PON a mount three awed apostles stand, 

T U seeing their Lord appear in radiant light, 

with Moses and Elias at each hand. 

There, as he waits, in robes of shining white, 

the voice of God speaks to his only Son, 

though hidden by a cloud from mortal sight. 

The vision passes, for Christ cannot shun 
the tasks which wait below; yet he has shown 

his coming glory, when this life is done. 

Now is his hidden Deity made known 

to those who saw him then, and see him where 
he reigns upon an everlasting throne. 

Not yet, as they, we see him, but by prayer 
we climb the mount, to find him waiting there. 

Lucy Bredin 
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decency. But these are negative rather 

than positive virtues. And these days, 

when the world is shrinking, and when 

the one half is being able increasingly 

to see how the other half lives, it is 

worth remembering that it is part of 

the Christian life consciously to practice 

towards strangers the age-old virtues 

of kindliness and courtesy and con-

sideration, to show interest in others, 

and, when opportunity serves, to help 

them on their way. Maybe we can get 

along quite satisfactorily among our-

selves by going through life with the 

traditional stiff upper lip. But it is a pity 

unnecessarily to allow the stiff upper 

lip to be so immovable that the many 

strangers and sojourners in our midst 

should not at times see that it can, after 

all, breA into a smile. SIGNET 

HERE are many who say they 
find us reserved and reticent to 
 an extraordinary degree. An 

advertisement which appeared in an 

American holiday magazine some time 

ago described the pleasures of travel-

ling by rail in Britain, where it was 

possible, so said the advertisement, to 

fall easily into conversation with 

fellow travellers. Not surprisingly, 

this drew a number of ironic 

comments in some British 

papers. The Briton is, in 

practice, much more likely 

to hide himself behind a 

paper or to look stonily out 

window. 
These are surface impressions only. 

Those who have had the time and 

opportunities to get to know us better 

often speak of the real friendliness 

which they have found beneath the 

surface. And, indeed, this is so; we 

are, on the whole, a friendly and a 

kindly people. But it is none the less 

worth remembering that we are rather 

good at giving a false impression. 

This is the price we pay for that 

reticence and shyness which seems 

deeply embedded in so many of us. 

Does it matter? It matters a good 

deal, since often to people who come 

to see us in our native island will have 

only the one impression to last them 

for the rest of their lives. And if we 

acknowledge that it takes a fair time  

to get to know us—and some of us are 
proud of the fact—it is worth remem-
bering that most of our visitors are not 
going to have that time. What is more, 
we are on view not only as a nation, 
but as a Christian nation also. Some 
of those who come here say also that 
they find the evidences of religious 
practice and devotion much less evi-
dent here than in some other countries 

of the world. This 
is not to say that 
many of us are not 
devoted practising 
Christians. But 

here again we tend to hide 
this particular light under a 
bushel and to keep this part 
of ourselves to ourselves also. 
Not a few West Indians, for 
example, who have come 
here not as visitors but to 
work, and who have been 
used to a good deal of reli-
gious activity, have found 
the apparent absence of it 
here strange and discon-
certing. 

All these are rather hard 
judgements, and we know 
that they are very far from 
being the full truth. It would 
be easy enough to mention 
some of the good things 
which others see in us: our 
orderliness and discipline and 
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By Charles Dunscomb 

PART 8 

HE great exodus from Egypt weeks. And, for once, Moses was 
had come to a halt. For four 
days the ragged and immense 

crowd of slaves, carrying what little 
they possessed on their backs or in 
handcarts, and driving what flocks 
they owned before them, had trekked 
across the north-eastern corner of 
Egypt, heading for the desert and free-
dom. As they went, they looked more 
like a rabble of refugees flying before 
an invading army than anything else. 
Children cried, chickens fluttered, 
old women hobbled, young women 
fainted, dogs snarled and fought each 
other, no one seemed to know where 
they were going, and now they had 
halted on the banks of the Red Sea. 
To be precise, they were encamped on 
what is now the shore of Lake Timsah; 
but, in those days, it still formed the 
extreme northern tip of the Gulf of 
Suez, for in Pharaonic times the Great 
Bitter Lakes were still joined to the 
sea. Then, on the evening of their 
encampment, a rumour began to 
spread that Pharaoh had once again 
changed his mind. 

A man arrived in the camp at sunset, 
and he was taken before Moses. He 
was exhausted, for he had travelled as 
fast as he could to bring the news. It 
was true, he told Moses. Pharaoh had, 
indeed, changed his mind, and at that 
very moment a pursuing army was in 
camp less than ten miles away to the 
west. In the morning nothing could 
stop them overtaking the Hebrews, and 
then those who resisted would be 
slaughtered. 

`You are counting without God,' 
Moses told the man; and raising his 
voice above the frightened chatter of 
the crowd which had formed round 
him while he had been talking to the 
man from the delta, he tried to quieten 
their fears. He told them to stop 
worrying. God was in charge, and 
neither Pharaoh nor his army nor 
anything else on earth could stop them 
leaving Egypt, if God wanted them to 
leave Egypt. 

`Go to sleep, and leave the morning 
in God's hands,' he told them. 'Then 
we will see who is greater: God or 
Pharaoh.' 

But even as he reassured them, he 
could not help feeling that God was 
rather up against it this time. There 
seemed no possible way out, if the 
story of Pharaoh's pursuit were true. 
`But nothing is impossible to God,' 
Moses murmured to himself as he 
recalled the miracles of the past few  

right. 
The fact of the matter was that the 

volcanic activity along the Great Rift 
Valley, which had been at the root of 
so many recent disasters in Egypt, far 
from being over, was at its height. 
Indeed, during the night of that fateful 
encampment of the Hebrews the great 
rift in the earth's surface was riven 
once again by a great slipping of the 
rocks, as had happened often before in 
the history of the world. God was not 
unaware of the imminence of this 
movement of the earth's crust, and it 
neither surprised nor displeased him 
that, as the rocky crust of the earth 
slipped, so the rift in the floor of the 
valley widened somewhere deep under 
the Red Sea, and all through the 
ensuing night the sea sank into the 
rift like water running out of a bath. 

But even if God was not surprised, 
the Hebrews were; for when the camp 
began to stir at dawn, the sea had gone. 
Where, on the previous evening, there 
had been a sheet of water, the morning 
revealed the sea bed. Except by poetic 
licence it could not be called dry land, 
for it was extremely muddy; but it was 
land, not sea, and the Hebrews could 
not believe their eyes. At least, most 
of them could not do so, but Moses  

could, for Moses was past surprise. 
When he was roused from his tent, he 
stood on what, the previous evening, 
had been the sea-shore, silently survey-
ing the result of God's latest and most 
spectacular miracle; and as he stood 
there, he acknowledged once again the 
obvious fact that nothing presented 
any difficulty to God. 

The rabble of refugees—for since 
Pharaoh was pursuing them with his 
army, they not only looked like 
refugees, but were precisely that—
were almost half-way over the drying 
sea bed, and the sun was well up in 
the sky, before the Egyptians reached 
the shore where the Hebrews had spent 
the night. Only a mile or so of drying 
mud separated the two groups of 
people, and the Hebrews began to 
panic. But mud has been the bane of 
armies since the beginning of time, and 
the heavily-armed Egyptian soldiers 
were ill equipped for its passage. As 
for the chariots, they got into diffi-
culties at once. When the Hebrews 
saw that their pursuers were at least 
not gaining ground, they took heart; 
but, even so, it seemed to be only a 
matter of time before the army of 
Pharaoh was bound to catch its prey. 
Once again, however, this was to 
count without God. 

In the event, what happened was that 
the Hebrews were clear of the sea bed 
before the tidal wave came. As some-
times happens when the earth's crust 
is disturbed, the rift, which had opened 
and drained away untold millions of 
gallons of water, closed again and 
forced the water out under tremendous 

(Continued on page 64) 
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T
HE Holy Land, like many warm 
countries, is well supplied with 
snakes. They were probably 

even more numer-
ous in Biblical 
times, before large 
areas were cleared 
for intensive farm-
ing, and it is not sur-
prising that there 
are many references 
to serpents in the 
Scriptures. No less 
than seven different 
words are used 
which the Author-
ized Version usually 
translates`serpents,' 
and five of these 
words seem to ap-
ply to serpents in 
general, though it is 
quite possible that when the various 
books of the Old Testament were writ-
ten they referred to individual species 
or groups of species. We can recognize 
with faircertainty only two of these, and 
it is with the fiery serpent of Numbers 
21 that I want to deal, because I feel that 
this familiar old story itself gives us 
some clues about the snake's identity. 

The scene was set in the wilderness; 
not what we would call an absolute 
desert, but desolate enough, and so 
dry that only animals adapted to a 
semi-desert life could survive there. 

THE SIGN 

As a punishment for moan-
ing and grumbling, God led 
the Children of Israel into 

an area where there were fiery ser-
pents which bit them fatally, but he 
forgave and healed them if they looked 
at the bronze serpent which he had 
told Moses to cast and erect on a 

pole. All this must 
have taken quite 
a time, and it 
therefore suggests 
a snake whose bite, 
though fatal, might 
be slow-acting. Two 
kinds of desert 
vipers are found in 
this region and 
they would fit well; 
they are not 
very long, 
mostly well 
under two 
feet, and their 
venom is of 
the type that 
destroys the 

blood and tissues, in most cases 
causing a slow and not a sudden 
death. A very closely related snake 
was found in a part of Ghana 
where I used to work and I knew 
of one case where an old woman 
died five days after being bitten. 

Our Lord's reference to this 
story in St. John 3. 14 and 15 
both confirms its truth and shows 
us how the Old Testament is not 
merely a historical record but a 
source of spiritual lessons. 

GEORGE CANSDALE 
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Puzzle Column 
13. WORD GAME. (Open to all.) 

From the words HOLY EUCHARIST it 
is possible to make many other words, 
e.g. STOLE, STALE, CLUES, etc., etc. 

This month's puzzle is to find these 
words. Each word must have at least 
four letters. A word must not contain 
any letter more frequently than it is 
found in the Master Words (e.g. TRUTH 
is no use because it contains two T'S, and 
there is only one T in the Master Words). 

The inevitable catch—which you 
now all expect—is this: we do not 
want to know all the words you can 
find, but only those which can also be 
found in the Epistle of St. James. 

Write your words on a sheet of paper, 
together with 
the chapter 
and verse ref-
erence where 
the words can 
be found in 
the Epistle. 
And put the 
number of the 

N 
words you 
have found 
at the top of 
your entry. 

Closing 
date: August 
15th. Prize: a 
book token 
for 12s. 6d. for 
the best entry. 
Address the 
envelope to 

the Puzzle Editor THE SIGN, 28 Mar-
garet Street, London, W.1. 

14. A SLIDE OF 'IN'S' 

(Age limit, 13.) 
In the pattern above is a 'Slide of 

In's.' Complete the pattern by writing 
into it nine six-letter words which in-
clude the letters IN in the proper places 
and which all come from the Prayer 
Book. When you have found the 
necessary words and completed the 
pattern, state exactly on a separate 
sheet where each word can be found 
and give the phrase. 

We completed our 'Slide' with two 
words from Psalm 78, two from Psalm 
105, and one each from the first and 
second hymns in the Ordering of 
Priests, the Apostles' Creed, the Col-
lect for Trinity 23, and the Prayer for 
the Church at Holy Communion. Use 
our words if you can find them, or use 
any others. 

Closing date: -August 15th. Prizes: 
three book tokens for 5s. for the best 
entries. Address your envelope to the 
Puzzle Editor, THE SIGN, 28 Margaret 
Street, London, W.1. 

May winners: No. 8. Susan Humphries 
(Ilford), John Mollon (Scarborough), Dennis 
Sullivan (Leicester). 

No. 9. Mr. F. J. Campbell (Whitton). 

Animals of the Bible 
20. Fiery Serpents 

I 
N 

N 

N 

N 
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The Man in the Garden 
By W. E. SHEWELL-COOPER, M.B.E., Thaxted Horticultural Training College 

Remove the yellowing leaves of the 
Brussels sprouts and spray the plants 

with nicotine plus a little detergent in 

order to kill the blue aphides. 

I
ALWAYS think that the garden is 

in a transition period this month, 

especially the flower border. Here 

you get some of the earlier perennials 

lingering on, and yet some of the first 

chrysanthemums come into bloom. 

However, there is a lot to be done. I 

like to start disbudding some of the 

Michaelmas daisies in order to make 

sure that the size of the blooms is good. 

This particularly refers to the bigger 

varieties of the Ballard types. The early-

flowering chrysanthemums need dis-

budding and feeding, so use a bottled 

liquid manure like Liquinure. 

Keep the flower border ablaze by 

removing all the flower heads directly 

they have finished. I can generally 

keep pansies and violas going for 

weeks in this way. Talking of violas, 

this is quite a good month for taking 

cuttings of these, and of fuchsias as 

well. You can also propagate ver-

benas, hydrangeas, petunias, and 

salvias at this time of the year by 

means of cuttings. In the rose garden 

cut off all the suckers below ground 

level, then give the ground a good 

mulch of sedge peat or grass mowings, 

and this will prevent the spores 
of blackspot from blowing up 

from the soil on to the leaves. 
Most people plant their bulbs 

too late, so put in an order for 
those you need, and then prepare 
the plot of ground where they 
are to be grown. It is very useful 

to have some bulbs in rows for 

cutting for the house, as it saves 

cutting flowers which are bloom-
ing naturally in grass or are 
growing sturdily in some bed-
ding-out system. Keep the lawns 
well mown, for, generally speak-
ing, the more you mow, the 
better it will be, and the lawn 
mowings are so valuable on the 

compost heap and for mulching 
vegetables and other crops. 

The tomatoes will need their 

usual tying-up and their dis-shoot-

ing. Keep a sharp look-out for 

the cladosporium disease, and 

when it is seen the plants must 

be thoroughly sprayed with the 

appropriate fungicide every five 

days or so, on the under as well as 
the upper sides of the leaves. THE AUTHOR'S WIFE IN HER GARDEN 

3976. Should we accept our sufferings 

as a cross laid on us by God, or are they 

caused by lack of faith which can be healed 

by a deeper trust in him? 

Every good gift comes from God, and 

if we try to do his will God will assuredly 

turn our sorrows and sufferings into joy. 

Sufferings may well be intensified by lack 

of faith, and they can be overcome by 

faith. The primary cause of suffering is 

the disobedience of mankind to God, but 

it is impossible that God, who is love, 

should deliberately inflict suffering as we 

find it in the world around us. A victim 

of a motor accident suffers because of 

carelessness on the part of a driver. 

Victims of a typhoid epidemic may die as 

a result of the ignorance or neglect of a 

sanitary inspector. A man may suffer 

from lung cancer as a result of smoking 

too many cigarettes. It would seem that 

in giving man free will, God, of necessity, 

gave him the power to inflict suffering on 

himself and others, wittingly and un-

wittingly. The lesson of Good Friday is 

that God himself shared our sufferings 

and will help us to rise above them. 

3977. How do the Prayer Books of 

other churches in the Anglican Com-

munion compare with our own? 

Most of the self-governing churches 

which comprise the Anglican Com-

munion have their own prayer books. 

Some of the changes arc small; for 

example, the Church of Ireland uses a 

version of the Psalter in which many of 

the minor mistranslations in our Prayer  

Book Psalms have been corrected; and 

the American Church takes its Epistles 

and Gospels from the American Revised 

Version of the Bible. The main theo-

logical differences are in the Consecration 

Prayer in' the Communion Service. The 

Scottish Prayer Book still follows the 

arrangement of the first English Prayer  

Book of 1549, in which the Prayer of 

Oblation forms part of the Consecration 

Prayer. The American Prayer Book, and 

those derived from it, such as the 

Japanese Prayer Book, have this form; 

so does the South African Prayer Book. 

Other Prayer Books, such as those of 

Australia and New Zealand, follow our 

own Prayer Book of 1662, in which the 

Prayer of Consecration is cut short after 

the words of Institution. 

To the ordinary worshipper the most 

obvious differences are in the State 

Prayers. There arc naturally no prayers 

for 'Our Gracious Queen Elizabeth' 

outside the British Commonwealth, and 

a petition for 'The Lords of the Council 

and all the nobility' would be out of place 

in Texas or Arizona. When allowances 

have been made for all these differences 

it remains clear that the Book of Com-

mon Prayer is one of the factors which, 

despite its varying form, holds the 

Anglican Communion together. 

3978. Why do many paintings of the 

Crucifixion show our Lord nailed to the 

Cross, and the thieves simply tied by their 

arms and legs; 

There were various methods of cruci-

fixion, all of them brutal. We know from 

the Gospels that our Lord was nailed to 

the Cross, and the intention of artists who 

have shown the thieves merely tied may 

have been to emphasize our Lord's 

sufferings. 

QUESTIONS should be sent to QUERY CORNER, 

28 Margaret Street, London, W.1, with a 

stamped addressed envelope. and will be 

answered by post. It is possible to publish only 

a few questions of those received each month. 

Names must be given but will not be printed. 

A Book Token for 5s. will be awarded to the 

sender of each query published. 

UERY CORDER 
Question of the Month 

3975. How can the saying 'Judge 

not, that ye be not judged' be reconciled 

with life in the world to-day? Surely it 

is our duty to speak out against the 

evils we see around us? 
The opening verses of St. Matthew 7 

do not mean that we should refrain 

from protesting against evil, but rather 

that, sinners as we are, we should not 

presume to sit in moral judgement 

upon others. People have always been 

ready to condemn the faults of those 

less fortunate than themselves, for 

it is far easier to see the faults of 

others than our own. The Pharisees 

no doubt thought they had a water-

tight case vthen they brought before 

our Lord a woman taken in adultery. 

They desired that she should be stoned; 

our Lord, on the other hand, directed 

her to go and sin no more. 



August, 1958 THE SIGN 63 

' I
I  KE. as the hart desireth the water-

 

brooks, so longeth my soul 
4 after thee, 0 Lord.' Constantly 

throughout the Bible water and thirst 
are used as ways of explaining the 
reality of the knowledge and grace of 
God, and of our desper-
ate need of him. Perhaps 
it is because we are fortu-
nate enough to live in a 
temperate climate where 
really killing drought is 
as rare as a white Christ-
mas, that the full meaning 
of these phrases in the 
Bible escape us. To men 
dying of thirst in the 
merciless desert the 
thought of water in any 
form can become an 
obsession, and the Bible 
was written by men who 
lived very near to the des-
ert, haunted all the time . 
by the fear of drought. 
These men used their 
knowledge of thirst as an 
expression of that other 
basic need of all human 
beings, the need for God. 

Sand and 
Sandwich Parties 

Sand and sun in the 
desert are to be dreaded, but to children 
in the British Isles they are two of the 
treats of summer and of August. Sand 
is much cheaper by the ton than by 
lesser amounts, and whenever we have 
had to have a stay-at-home holiday, we 
have usually started by ordering a ton 
of sand, and sending out invitations to 
a sand-and-sandwich party. The point 
is that a ton of sand deposited on the 
pavement outside one's house takes 
some shifting, and at the same time 
sooner or later all the children in the 
road will come to enjoy it. So any 
child who cares to, is asked to come 
to the party complete with a bucket. 
Half-way up the garden we put a table 
covered with sandwiches, biscuits, and 
lemonade; each child fills the bucket he 
has brought and sets off up the garden 
to the ready-dug pit. And, of course, 
each child who has helped to move the 
sand has the freedom of the sandpit 
for the rest of the summer: A ton is 
almost as good as the beach ! (Mrs. 
H. B., Potters Bar, Middx.) 

Friendship Spread for Sandwiches 
This nourishing and inexpensive 

spread is made from ingredients from 
many nations. Put a quarter of a 
pound of New Zealand butter in a  

saucepan, add a small tin of Italian 
tomatoes, then beat three eggs from 
any nation, perhaps one Danish, one 
Irish, one Dutch; add these to the pan, 
which should be heating gently; last 
of all add half a pound of finely-grated 

English ched-
dar cheese 
and season to 
taste (try us-, 
ing mustardor 
red pepper). 
Stir all the 
time, and let 
it boil for 
about five 
minutes. Be-
sides sand-
wiches it can 
be used on hot 
toast popped 
under the grill 
to brown. 
(Mrs. R. M., 
Broadway, 
Worcs.) 

Sweet Sand-
wiches Too 

Banana 
Butter needs 2 
bananas, not 
over ripe, 2 
oz. margar-

ine, 1 teaspoonful of brown sugar and a 
teaspoonful of lemon juice. Soften, but 
do not melt the margarine, mash the 
bananas with a fork, and mix well with 
the margarine and sugar, add the lemon 
juice. (Mrs. E. S., Ruabon.)• 

Keeping that Ice-cream Icy 
Wrap up ice-cream firmly in news-

paper. This excludes the air and keeps 

HARDBOARD is coming into use as a 
means of modernizing old homes. It 
may be used for flushing doors, cover-
ing in banisters, boxing in baths, etc. It 
is a really durable material and may be 
stained, polished, painted, or left in the 
natural colour to suit surrounding finish. 

If you have to insert a screw in an 
awkward place, push it through a strip 
of paper, then place the screwdriver 
blade in the top of the screw and guide 
the screw to the allotted place. This 
prevents cut fingers. Another method 
is to insert some grease in the slot of 
the screw. This will stick to the screw-
driver. A little grease on the thread of 
the screw makes it easy to drive it home.  

the cold in. (Mrs. R. M., 
Ilford, Essex.) 

Making Jam (and after) 
When making plum jam re-

move the stones, put them 
into a small pan and cover 

with water, boil until the stones are 
quite clean and then add this liquor 
to the jam. It avoids both stones in 
the jam and all wastage in removing 
them. (Miss H. M. F., Louth, Lincs.) 
When you have finished bottling plums 
or any other fruit, mark all the success-
ful jars with a blob of enamel. You 
will then know next year which jars 
are reliable for use with snap closures, 
and can throw away any which let in 
air through irregularity of shape. 
(Mrs. N. M. W., Welling, Kent.) 

Summer Sweets 

Gooseberry Meringue sounds won-
derful. Wash 1 pint of gooseberries, 
stew till tender and then rub through a 
sieve. Add 2 tablespoonfuls of bread-
crumbs, 2 oz. butter (cut up small), the 
yolks.  of 2 eggs and 3 oz. sugar (or 
more to taste). Line a pie-dish with 
pastry, mix the ingredients together 
well, put into the dish and bake until 
the pastry is cooked. Whisk the whites 
of the eggs to a stiff froth, sweeten a 
little and pile on top of the pudding. 
Put back into the oven to set. (Mrs. 
J. C., Bletchley.) For Sago Mould 
take 5 tablespoonfuls of sago and cook 
in 1 pints of water until tender and 
clear; this is best done in a double 
saucepan. When cool add lb. syrup 
and the grated rind and juice of a 
lemon. Pour into a mould and leave 
until set and quite cold. (Miss C. 0., 
Wootton St. Lawrence, Hants.) 

Our photograph this month is of 
Andrew Hall of Brighton. Don't for-
get that the closing date for the Grand-
mother and Grandchild competition 
announced last month is September 
15th. 

Slight scratches on glass may be 
removed by means of pumice powder 
applied by a piece of felt tacked to a 
piece of wood. When the scratches 
have almost disappeared, use another 
pad charged with jeweller's .rouge 
(rouge face powder will do!). 

A temporary repair to a leaking 
water pipe can easily be made by 
means of the hose clips supplied for 
the water connections of motor-car 
radiators. These are available in a 
variety of sizes from your local garage. 
Place a sheet of rubber around the 
pipe, at the affected part, and the hose 
clips over it. Then tighten with a 
screwdriver in the ordinary way. 
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The charm of this Memorial is its suggestion 

of association with Nature's Living Beauty. 

Ills Bird Bath and Pedestal is carved in 
Yorkshire Stone, with Surround of Random 
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No Greater Prophet 
(from page 60) 

pressure. Where the sea had been able 
to drain away during the night gradu-
ally, now it was forced to return in one 
great, overwhelming, surging terror of 

water. Both the Hebrews and the 
Egyptians heard it miles away, though 
they did not know what it could be 
that was making the distant but 
gathering roar. Some said that it was 
the wind; others that it thundered; but 
no one had much time for guesswork, 
for the returning wall of water was 
travelling at tremendous speed. The 
Egyptians, struggling in the mud of the 
soft sea bed, their chariots hopelessly 
bogged, never had a chance. Even 
their screams were drowned by the 
roar of the water, and before they had 
had time to scream for long they were 
knocked down, broken, engulfed, and 
overwhelmed by the returning sea like 

a row of match-sticks before an 
Atlantic roller. As the silent Hebrews 

watched from the safety of the eastern 
shore, the horror of the scene was 

impressed so deeply upon their minds 
that the memory of those moments 

was never lost by the nation. 'Pharaoh's 
chariots and his host hath he cast into 

the sea; and his chosen captains are 
sunk in the Red Sea,' sang generation 

after generation of Hebrews; and, 

since they were a stone-age people 
with few of the humanitarian senti-
ments of later centuries, the exaltation 
of their song was undisguised. 'Sing 

ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously; the horse and his rider 

hath he thrown into the sea.' 

(To be continued) 

Over the Atlantic (from page 57) 

town cannot fail to know where a 

church is or what time the services are. 

You have that almost thrown at you 

from every angle. Their religious films 

are ahead of ours—they spend much 

more money on them. 
Some of the things I have said might 

seem to have been critical. I don't want 

to leave that impression. I was im-

mensely impressed by the size of the 

congregations I found in every church 

that I visited and by the very high pro-

portion of younger people. All credit to 

the Church in America for the great 

work which it is doing so effectively. 

KING BABY 

Every baby reigns King—or little 

Queen—in a mother's heart. And it's 

baby's royal prerogative to have the 

very best. Certainly he has the very 

best baby powder there is, if his mother 

insists on CUSSONS WHITE CROSS. 

The best, not only because it is packed 

in a pretty container—pink or blue. 

Not only because it's so gentle, so fine, 

so fragrant. But because, in addition, 

it's medicated. Contains the much-

applauded Chlorhexidine, the newest 

ICI wonder anti-germicide that kills 

harmfiil bacteria instantly. Every 

mother is making the world a safer place 

for her baby when she lets CUSSONS 

WHITE CROSS BABY POWDER 

(with Chlorhexidine) guard his health. 

The Church at Work 

for the Children 
This Voluntary Society has 4,500 children now 

in its care depending on YOUR HELP 
(including spastics, diabetics and maladjusted) 

Will you please take a PENNY - A- WEEK 

BOX or help with clothing for the children? 

Donations and Legacies gratefully received 

CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

CHILDREN'S SOCIETY 
(formerly WAIFS & STRAYS) 

Old Town Hall, Kennington, London, S.E.II 

FUND RAISERS! 

No need to resort to piracy 
to raise the funds you need—
here is a surer, simpler and 
safer way. 

• Send for our new fully 
illustrated catalogue of 
Christmas Cards, Seals, 
Gift Tags, Ribbons, Tapes, 
Wrapping paper, etc. 

• Catalogue FREE and post 
free to all organisers, etc. 

Write to Britain's leading 

specialists 

B7, IVORY CARDS 

69, Wardwick, Derby 

Telephone 44385 Derby 
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